[image: image1.emf]
Release date: November 2006

TOTALLY TRURO BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT (BID) SCHEME

Thirty five business people from across Truro demonstrated their commitment towards improving Truro City Centre when they participated in a half day project workshop held on Wednesday 8 November at Truro City Council offices.

Totally Truro, the organisation behind the proposal to establish a Business Improvement District (BID) for the City hosted the important workshop as the next stage in finding out what businesses feel are the priorities for Truro.  Delivery of some identified priorities could become a reality as early as autumn 2007 if the majority of businesses within the City agree to collectively fund the improvements. 
BIDs have been successfully established in over 32 towns and cities throughout the UK where a range of improvements have all led to business benefits.  A BID scheme is fair and works on the basis that every non-domestic ratepayer contributes towards the cost of desirable improvements to the BID trading environment.  To ease the financial burden on small businesses, Totally Truro have exempted those businesses with a rateable value of under £10,000.  
Amongst the ideas receiving the most enthusiastic responses at the Truro workshop were proposals to improve landscaping and signage around the City’s main access roads, an annual co-ordinated entertainment and events programme, Christmas marketing campaign, promotion of specialist shops and ope-way improvements. 

Tony Welford, chair of Totally Truro and partner at Truro’s Stephens & Scown Solicitors said “the response from businesses who attended the workshop was tremendous and means that there is now a much clearer idea about what the City needs.  The next step is to develop these ideas further and price them up before consulting with businesses again in the New Year.”
A Truro BID scheme will only happen if the majority of businesses by number and rateable value vote for it in a ballot based on a detailed business plan proposed for July 2007.  If agreed, it would generate over £1 million of new money for new activity over a five year period.

Simon Hendra owner of Lemon Street market who attended the workshop said “it is really interesting that many of the priorities are around better promotion of Truro.  This is imperative if Truro is to continue to attract customers particularly in the light of new shopping developments taking place such as Drake Circus, the indoor shopping mall recently opened at Plymouth.  Truro is a fantastic City but we do need to respond to our competitors in a positive way and creating a Business Improvement District for Truro is one way of achieving this.”
ENDS
For more information, please contact Tony Welford, Chairperson, Totally Truro BID Steering Group on 01872 265100 or Mel Richardson, Totally Truro BID Officer on 01872 224428 or email info@totallytruro.co.uk
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from left to right, Hazell Cordell (Cornish & Celtic), Mel Raglan (CCTV services), Sandra Trewhela (House of Fabrics), Keith Parsons (KML Financial Services).










